
   

 

 

Treasury Department 
University Hall, Suite 500 
51 Goodman Drive 
PO Box 210641 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-0641 
 
Campus mail:        ML 0641 
Office phone:       513-556-4510 
Office fax:            513-556-2504 

 
Date: February 2026 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
The accompanying correspondence from the Internal Revenue Service confirms that the University of 
Cincinnati (“UC”) is not subject to federal income tax, as an instrumentality of the State of Ohio, under 
Internal Revenue Code section 115.  
 
The IRS letter also confirms that donors may claim tax deductions for their donations to UC, under 
Internal Revenue Code section 170.  
 
The IRS letter also confirms that grant-making organizations who qualify under section 501(c)(3) may 
make grants to UC without jeopardizing their own tax-exempt status.  
 
Although the IRS correspondence is from 1991, UC’s status as an instrumentality of the State of Ohio has 
not changed since that time, as confirmed by the Internal Revenue Service during their most recent audit 
of the University.  
 
While not addressed explicitly in the IRS letter, UC also qualifies under Internal Revenue Code section 
509(a)(1) as an organization other than a “private foundation” because: 
 

• UC is “described in section 501(c)(3)” as “organized and operated exclusively for…scientific…or 
educational purposes”; and 

• UC is “described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)” as an educational organization. Sincerely, 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Sheri Williams, Treasurer 
University of Cincinnati 
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