
 
      
 
 
 
 
April 2017 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
 
The accompanying correspondence from the Internal Revenue Service confirms that the 
University of Cincinnati (“UC”) is not subject to federal income tax, as an instrumentality 
of the State of Ohio, under Internal Revenue Code section 115. 
 
The IRS letter also confirms that donors may claim tax deductions for their donations to 
UC, under Internal Revenue Code section 170. 
 
The IRS letter also confirms that grant-making organizations who qualify under section 
501(c)(3) may make grants to UC without jeopardizing their own tax-exempt status. 
 
Although the IRS correspondence is from 1991, UC’s status as an instrumentality of the 
State of Ohio has not changed since that time, as confirmed by the Internal Revenue 
Service during their most recent audit of the University. 
 
While not addressed explicitly in the IRS letter, UC also qualifies under Internal Revenue 
Code section 509(a)(1) as an organization other than a “private foundation” because: 

 UC is “described in section 501(c)(3)” as “organized and operated exclusively 
for…scientific…or educational purposes”; and 

 UC is “described in section 170(b)(1)(A)(ii)” as an educational organization. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Barry L. Holland 
Director, Tax Compliance 
 
attachment 

Office of the Treasurer 
51 Goodman Drive 
University Hall, Suite 500 
 
University of Cincinnati 
PO Box 210641 
Cincinnati OH 45221-0641 
 
Phone (513) 556-4510 
Fax (513) 556-2504   
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Int:ernal Revenue Service 
District Director 

Date : January 23, 1991 

University of Cincinnati 
300 Adminlst:ration Build.ing 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-3483 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

Department: of the Treasury 

P.O. Box 2508 
Cincinnati, OJl 45201 

Person to Contact: 
Saral1 Varnum 

Telephone Number: 
(513) 684-3957 

Refer Rep.Ly t:o: 
EP/EO 
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This is in response to your recent request for 1111 exempt:ion lett:er for 
your organization. 

We have no record of having issued a det:ermination with respect: to t:his 
matter. However, your letter indicates that you are a governmental 
instrument:ality or a political subdivision of a st:ace. 

Governmental instrumentalities and political subdivisI.ons of states are 
not subject: Co Federal income tax because Chey a.re described i.n scct:ion 
115 of the Int:ernal Revenue Code of 1986. 

Governmental instrumentalities and political subdivisions of states m.ay 
receive donations which are ta..x deduct:ible to the donors under section 
l70(c) of t:lrn Code. 

Organiza.t:ions which are described in section 50l(c)(3) of the Code may m.ake 
grants to governmental instrumentalities and political subdivisions of 
states. Such grants do not: Jeopardize the exempt st:atus of t:he grantors 
because section llO(b) (1) (A) (v) of t:he Code provides that governmental 
i nst:rumentalities ,,nd subdivisions of s t aces are not: private f oundat:.i ons. 

If you have any questions on this matter, please call me at che telephone 
number shown above . 
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Harold H. Browning 
District Director 


